“The Origin of Easter” Vo IV Issuel

1st Century Roman Soldier

Editor's Note: This article, published last year Tine Military Messengelis being run again as
the religious world will soon celebrate this annolaservance.

“And when he [Herod the king] had apprehended [Reter], he put him in prison,
and delivered him to four quaternions [i.e. squarfs$oldiers to keep him; intending
after Easter to bring him forth to the people” (#\dt2:4, King James Version). The
original Greek word from which “Easter” was traneth is pascha(pasca) which
means “Passover.” [Note: only the King James \éersises “Easter”].

The Passover feast or festival dates back to Oftlafigent times when the Israelites:

. on the fourteenth day of the month of Nisan (the
first month of their year) in memory of the day on
which their fathers, preparing to depart from Egypt
were bidden by God to slay and eat a lamb, and to
sprinkle their door posts with its blood, that ttie-
stroying angel, seeing the blood, might pass dveir t
dwellings... Christ crucified is likened to theislpas-
chal [i.e. Passover] lamb (Thayer).

21st Century U.S. Sailor

What doesPassoverave to do wittEaste From a biblical standpoint, nothing;
only the word meaning is the same. Where, theth, Baster” (a man-made tradition
or custom ) originate?
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Rooted in ancient tradition... Easter incorporatesyraagan, or pre-Christian,

traditions. The origin of its name is unknown.h8lars believe that it probably
comes fromEastre,the Anglo-Saxon name of a Germanic goddess ohgpri
and fertility. Such festivals, and the stories #gknds that explain their ori-
gin, were common in ancient religions. A Greekeleg tells of the return of

Persephone, daughter of Demeter, goddess of ttig &@m the underworld to

the light of day; her return symbolized to the antiGreeks the resurrection of
life in the spring after the desolation of winteMany ancient peoples shared
similar legends. Wiccans [i.e. witches] and otheopagans continue to hold
festivals in celebration of the arrival of spriri§#ster”).

—continued on page 6
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“Fit for Duty”

Being unfit, by definition, means “not me ||1form the duties of his or her grade and militargigzation. |
or adapted for a given purpose... not qua

fied.” When one is physically unfit, serio

health issues may arise such as diabetes,

blood pressure, or increased stress level

name a few. A person can also suffer

tally for many reasons making them e

tionally unfit or unqualified for a particul
task or job. Sometimes a physical condition likeuimatic brain
injury (TBI) can cause symptoms like post-traumatiess disor
der (PTSD). Wounded warriors suffering from “commbauma”
or PTSD may exhibit “physical, behavioral, cogrgtivemotiona
and spiritual symptoms, which, if untreated, cast la life-
time” (Major General Robert F. Dees, U.S. Army;, iFet).

When a military service member has a medical card
(whether physical or mental) which renders themuatitied to
carry out their required duties, a medical evabrathoard (MEB
determines whether or not their condition confliwith continued
service.
board (PEB) for formal determination ff for duty. The boarg

may either return the member to duty, place hirhesron tempo}

rary disabled retired list (TDRL), separate theonfractive duty|
or be retired from military service. Thus, beiigfér duty means
that the service member is judged as qualifiecesonably pel

If so, the case is then referred to asighy evaluation

ldeemedunfit, the member may be retrained into another
they are qualified for or separated from the sexvic

jlgrbhristians must remain spiritually “fit for duty't all times
;iﬁoorder to carry out their responsibilities oftfdul living for
Fheir Lord and Master (hopefully because they wamntnot
Prom necessity). When a member of God’s army ssiffem a
spiritual condition that renders him or her undfiedi for ser
vice, he or she must seek a “remedy” from the GPRdsfsician
(i.e. repentance, confession). Unlike earthly tani}i service
there is no retirement from God’s armed forces. weler,
separation from divine service may occur when alisolof
Christ deliberately chooses to become “out-of-ddty”a vari-
ety of reasons (i.e. loving the world, lack of paand/or daily
Bible reading). Passages such as Galatians
6:4 and James 5:20 plainly indicate that a
soldier of Christ (2 Timothy 2:3) can fall
from grace, wander away from the faith
and die spiritually. Hence, the necessity of
donning and using God’s armor (i.e. spiri-
tual battle gear — see previous issues enti-
tled, “ Armor of God”).

—Continued on page
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“Are You Sure You Are A Leader?”
Text: John 1:40-42

We often times are reminded of our first. Do yemember
any of your first? | sure can remember some ofemifhis past
Sunday we took a glance at Andrew, the first discipcorded
to follow Jesus (verse 40). There must be somgthimnique
about you in order to be selected to be first imeihing.
Watching the Olympics and other like competitionve® me to
think about the character some of the competitarstrhave in
order to achieve the mental and physical capaoitget them

apart from the others (2 Timothy 2:4ff). That whicauses &

coach to say, “lI must have him/her on my team!” afVimoved
God to record Andrew as his first?

When | think of first, | think of the first man; Asn, his char-
acter; his make-up. As you know, he was madeeénirtiage of
God, in His likeness; the same with the first womBre. |
think of the first family, which leads me to “rebeus” children
in families. Ever seen them? Cain rebelled agaitsat God
would have him do and killed his own brother. Amam, the
first to have his faith, reckoned to him as righiswess (Genesi
15:6). We learn much about ourselves by reflectingthese
first.

Andrew possessed many qualities that we can lizam
that will help us to become better leaders. Howewneorder
to become a good leader, we should follow AndregXam-
ple and become a good follower. First thing Anddoes as
recorded in (verse 40) is follow Jesus. This isberause he
fully understood Jesus, but he was a sincere sedkeuth,
lover of truth, bearer of a standard. John thetiBapad been
speaking to him and others about the Christ, emjlgito
them that the Messiah was coming and Israel shoeilccady
to receive him, by which the prophets of old spdket, eve-
rything was not clear (verse 31). John, on one dag not
help but acknowledge Jesus as the lamb of GodgVah}.
From this acknowledgment Andrew goes after Jesspend
time and learn of him more, | believe to discovéretier or
not Jesus was the Messiah. His findings are adfitra and
he goes to find his brother, Peter, and tells hiat,t“We
have found the Christ!” (verse 41). By Andrew’séoof the
truth and desire to be lead by it in his daily Iife has the
influence to bring his brother to Jesus, so thatright be-
come acquainted with [Him] (verse 42).

—Continued on page €
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[Prayer] is “the key of the day and lock of thehti)
— Thomas Fuller
Webster's NewWorld Dictionary of Quotable Definins

“Fear... reminds combatants that they do not walkealand that there is a
Force far greater than any set of human alliesxemges. Fear can make pri-
vates and generals, seaman and admirals alikedu®od in prayer for pro-
tection.”
—Chaplain Patrick McLaughlin, CDR, USN
No Atheists in FoxholesPrayers & Reflections from the Front

“In many cases, God’s protection is the focus of mayers—the prayers of
both those serving in the military and of friendsl d&amily back home.”

—Tom Neven (former Marine)

On the Frontline A Personal Guidebook for the Physical, Emotiofal

Spiritual Challenges of Military Life

“It has always been true: when the faithful fighe #piritual battle in prayer,
those shouldering the burden of combat are givemgth to prevail.”
— Chaplain Carey H. Cash, LT, USN
A Table in the Presencel'he Dramatic Account of How a U.S. Marine Bat
talion Experienced God’'s Presence Amidst the Clafitise War in Iraq

“ Although prayer blessed us as it prepared our rhemi spiritual focus
each flight, we were amazed that God was usingettperience to reach out
to others in the military and back home... They faltd’'s presence with
them and were encouraged.”
—Carol Vandesteeg (Air Force spouse
When Duty Calls A Handbook for Families Facing Military Separatio

“Now to Him [God] who is able to do far more abundatly beyond all
that we ask or think, according to the power that verks within us, to
Him bethe glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to albenerations for-
ever and ever. Ameri.
— Apostle Paul
The Bible Ephesians 3.20-21
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AmericanMilitary Evangelizing Nations
A worldwide ministry of the White’s ferry Road Ctluof Christ

To help your loved one in the U. S. military anywhere & th
world and on many of our ships at sea, please send us an email
with contact information so we can forward it to churches
whose volunteers want to help and know how to ministéris
mission field.

Harriet is ready aamen@wfrchurch.org to help and to do it
fast.

We work with the churches of Christ, but we often helpngp
people who are affiliated with other churches or who don't at-
tend church anywhere. Some 400 churches want to minister to
your loved one.

We ask for your prayers for all our military and for ounist
try.
Don Yelton

(continued from page 2, “Fit for Duty”)

While physical training or bodily exercise is bangf in
order to maintain one’s personal wellness, godliness has
value for all things, holding promise for both theesent life
and the life to come” (1 Timothy 4:8)Jesus said,No one
who puts his hand to the plow and looks back idditthe
kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62). The word “fit"” meansvéll-
placed, ready for use.” In volunteering to foll@wsus (i.e.
becoming a disciple or Christian), one must firatlerstand
the highest priority of putting God and His kingddinst and
foremost (cf. Matthew 6:33).

Just as a farmer cannot to plow a straight furrokilev
looking backwards, so a Christian cannot faithfiskyve God
while looking backwards. Staying focused in Gosksvice
will keep us from being distracted by earthly attians that
hold our attention. Are yospiritually fit for duty? Be strong,
stay strong—God’s Army Strong!

Dees. R. Church Guide for Ministering to the Militaiilitary Min-
istry, Campus Crusade for Christ Internatiohiwport News, VA
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“The Art of Encouragement”

Encouragers are not born. They're made!
They want to help and not for some accolade.
They give themselves wholly and generously.

They want to build others up spiritually.

They look for their moments, these holy supporters,
For they think of the Kingdom, its expandable bosde
They want to uplift and prefer one another,
Think not of themselves, but defer to the other.

There is no set limit how many can do it.
It's simple enough, when you get right down to it.
Just pick out somebody or two, five, or ten.
Encourage them often and times without end.

—Neal Pollard
Tools for Church Growth: Rise Up & Build
Publishing Designs, Inc. Huntsville, AL, 2007

comes to mind when you hear

word “witness™? Perhaps so
one who observes firsthand a crime being committad
maybe you spotted a car that ran through a red &gl hit
another vehicle. What about being a “martyr”?

Webster definesitnessas “one who has seen or he
something... who gives evidence... who is called upo
testify in court... an attestation to a fact, statetner event.’
A modern day martyr is a person who “chooses toratiker
than renounce religious principles... suffers moechmakes
great sacrifices in order to advance a belief, €aos princi-
ple... who endures great suffering” (ibid).

Our English word “martyr” comes fromnartus (martuV)
which, in nonbiblical Greek, was a legal term “ials or
legal actions” and denoted “personal testimonyvents, re
lations, persons, etc.” (Bromiley). Strong definds as
“charge, give ¢videncg bear record, have (obtain, of) go
(honest) report, be well reported of, testify, gitave) testi
mony.” Levertoff reports “the main use of the wasdforen-
sic, and from this use all other applications amturally de-
rived.” Bottom line: a witness (or martyr) tellshat he
knows, what he has personally experienced.

Prior to returning to heaven, Jesus informed Hisstps
“... you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit lasne
upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both imskEem
and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the esinpart o
the earth” (Acts 1:8).

For this purpose, to witness what they knew, thesap
tles had been chosen. To prepare them to be witsess
they had been with Jesus for about three yeargy Th

1
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Hrd

had seen His manner of life, His miracles, His meek
ness, His sufferings. They had listened to Hisrirest
tions. They had conversed and eaten with Him as
friend. They had seen Him ascend to heaven. 4
“witness” tells what he knows. Thus, the apostles
were qualified to tell to all parts of the worldeth
things they knew about Jesus (Reese).

e

-

t These divinely decided on men would need extraarglif
divine strength and valor to herald the empty toimban
“ever-widening circle” until they reached arounck ttvorld.
Hence, the Holy Spirit would empower and enablenthe
evangelize or proclaim the good news (i.e. deathiaband
resurrection of Jesus; cf. 1 Corinthians 15:1ffhey would
testify or witness with their lives — even to theimt of be-
coming martyrs in death for what they knew, belégvand
proclaimed. While being a “martyr” does not neeeibp
mean they would suffer persecution and death, Jpseis
&)ared them for such an eventuality.

Bromiley, G. (ed.) “Witness.” Theological Dictioneof the New Testa-
ment(Abridged in One Volume)illiam B. Eerdmans Publishing Com-
pany, Grand Rapids, MI, 1985, pp. 564ff

Levertoff, P. “Witness.” International Standard RiEncyclopaediavol. V.
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand RapM§ 1939, p. 3099

.” Strong’s Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionarpatabase © 2005
WORDsearchCorp.

“Martyr.” Webster’s || New College DictionarHoughton Mifflin Com-
pany, Boston, 1995.

Reese, G. New Testament History: A Critical anddetieal Commentary
on the Book of ActsCollege Press, Joplin, MO, 1976, p.12

“Witness.” Webster’s || New College Dictionarioughton Mifflin Com-
pany, Boston, 1995.




Page 6

The Military Messenger

(continued from page 2, “Are You Sure)..”

Andrew’s work ethic was one of hard work. He wdsherman
by trade and, trust me, how the early saints fisisedot what
you see on “Bass Pro Classic” fishing tournamenthis wag
livelihood and “make it easier” resources was nailable! We
should possess these same qualities in our livésasave can b
a first in the endeavor(s) God is calling us irdovgce for.

Are you a lover of truth or do you fall into theypr of tradition
alism of your fathers (Matthew 15:1-9)? We shostidk to the
standard, the truth, the Word of God, being ream\ychange
when we are shown Truth (John 17:17) not erroriitbg some
one preaching on themselves “what | think” (2 TimoR:15; 2

Colossians 4:1-5). People’s thinking change, et Word
doesn'’t (1 Peter 1:24, 25). In order to recogfimgh though
we must be involved in reading, learning (EphesignsAff).
Will you be like Andrew and have the love for trighough tg
find others to share it with and bring them befdesus? Afte
all, God wants all his children to be leaders, iegdthers td
Christ.

-

In His Service

—

Le’ Roy Tousar

EDITOR’'S NOTE: SFC Tousant, U.S. Army, recently returped
to the U.S. following his deployment to Iraq. Wiiileeountry, he
worshiped with the Baghdad 1Z church of Christ.

While the Passover “festival” originally recallesraelite deliverance from Egyptian slavery, thégielis world today
annually celebrates “Easter” as the death, buaiad, resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The early Christians, many of whom were of Jewighio, were brought up in the Hebrew tradition aedarded
Easter as a new feature of the Passover festivabranemoration of the advent of the messiah asditdly the
prophets. The termaschal meaning “of Easter,” is derived from the namehef Jewish festival, as are the names
of Easter in some European languages... in FréP@fuesin SpanishPascua and in ItalianPasqua(“Easter”).

There is, however, no trace of a special “Eastetéluration in the New Testament church as is wigehcticed today.

Annual observance of Palm Sunday, Maundy Thurs@apd Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter Sunday laaf Auman
origin which have no authority or place in the churcloof Lord. Christ Himself instructed us to remembiés death
“until He comes again” during the Lord’s Supper weeklyevent that occurs on tliest day of every week-Sunday (cf.
Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26). God forbidsliad to or subtracting from His word; disobediendg# result in loss
of eternal life (cf. Revelation 22:18-19).

“Easter.” MSN Encarta Encyclopedia
Thayer, J. “ ." Greek-English LexiconDatabase © 2005 WORarchCorp.

In the above titled book, author Dan Winkler offeéne
following outline as a “word of encouragement” fraime
New Testament book of Hebrews. Along with his beot
Mike, and deceased father, Wendell, they have tosaed
a series of books that are “Life Changing StudieghVen
Open Bible.”

7. Security(Heb. 6:19-7:28)

8. Fellowship(Heb. 8:1-13)

9. ForgivenesgHebrews 9:1-28)
10. Assurance(Heb. 10:1-31)
11. Trust(Heb. 10:32-11:40)
12. Patience(Heb. 12:1-29)

13. Love(Heb. 13:1-25)

1. Guidance(Heb. 1:1-2:4)
Peace(Heb. 2:5-18)
PerseverancéHeb. 3:1-19)
Heaven(Heb. 4:1-13)
Prayer(Heb. 4:14-5:10)

Growth (Heb. 5:11-6:18)

Editor's Note for information about other study guides,
contactwWinkler Publications, Inc. 2704 Battlement
Dr. N.E., Tuscaloosa, AL (205) 759-5550
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