
Churches are also affected by the tem-
porary loss of elders, deacons, preach-
ers, teachers and other servants of the 
Lord.  When a military or civilian church 
member is deployed overseas, many 
are disconnected from fellowship with 
other Christians for months at a time 
(even an entire deployment).  In a good 
case scenario, these individuals will 
connect with other Christians in their 
area and establish a local congregation 
of the Lord’s church.   

Since America’s involvement in the 
Operation Iraqi Freedom three years 
ago, innumerable acts of kindness have 
been shown to our deployed troops. 
Care packages, letters, postcards, 
emails, etcetera have flowed to the war 
zone to provide a degree of comfort for 
our soldiers.   

While providing a measure of physi-
cal and emotional cheer is needed and 
appreciated, soldiers’ and their family’s 
spiritual well-being must also be consid-
ered.        

Many congregations are involved in 
various ministries to supply their spiri-
tual needs.   

(continued on page 2 ) 

Welcome to the premiere issue of 
The Military Messenger!  The need for 
military ministry is unparalleled and 
nearly every denomination or “faith 
group” is heavily involved in such efforts. 

The purpose of this new periodical is 
to help military Christians, their families, 
and others “grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ... ” (2 Peter 3:18).  This 
teaching ministry is also designed to help 
Christians share their faith in Christ with 
their friends, co-workers, and others.   

The evidence is abundantly clear that 
we live in a very hostile world today—one 
very different as a direct result of Sep-
tember 11, 2001 or “9/11.”  Our country’s 
leaders face many serious challenges 
ranging from the war in Iraq and Afghani-
stan and terrorism abroad, to abortion, 
stem cell research, education and others.  
Military families face their own struggles 
of loved ones deployed to war zones in 
distant lands.  For all, it is a time of un-
certainty and anticipation of a safe return, 
while many experience grief and sorrow 
at the death a loved one.                              

Families are not the only ones who 
feel the impact of military deployments.  

TTHEHE  N NEEDEED  FORFOR M M ILITARYILITARY  M M INISTRYINISTRY   

UUPCOMINGPCOMING  I I SSUESSSUES    

Future issues of The Military Mes-
senger will include guest articles, ser-
mon outlines, personal evangelism 
methods, and other features.  Depend-
ing on how well this periodical is re-
ceived, we may also provide a question 
and answer section. Our desire is for 
this publication to be used to God’s 
glory.  We hope you will use it in your 
personal study and/or preparing for a 

Bible class lesson or sermon.  Our only 
request is that you compare what you 
read with the Scriptures: “Now these 
were more noble-minded than those 
in Thessalonica, for they received the 
word with great eagerness, examin-
ing the Scriptures daily, to see 
whether these things were so ” (Acts 
17:11).  Please contact us with your 
comments, etc.  Thanks and HOOAH! 
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THE NEED FOR M ILITARY  M INISTRY  
(continued from p.1) 

M . O . R . E .  HM . O . R . E .  H I S T O RI S T O R YY   

For instance, every Monday evening at 7:00 pm (1900 
hours) at the Mayfair Church of Christ building in Huntsville, 
Alabama, a corps of dedicated volunteers have met since the 
war’s commencement in 2003.  These faithful soldiers of Christ 
joyfully minister to our military men and women stationed 
throughout the Continental United States (CONUS) and de-
ployed overseas (OCONUS).  Contact names and addresses of 
service members are provided by families and friends from vari-
ous churches throughout the U.S.  Weekly activities include a 
devotional message, prayer for each person deployed, adminis-
trative matters relating to the ministry, “pal” note writing, packing 
care items, and sweet fellowship.  Naturally when two or three 
Christians are gathered together, there is usually food! All local 
congregations and the community is invited to attend and par-
ticipate.   

If you would like M.O.R.E. to contact and correspond with 
someone you love, please contact them at the addresses pro-
vided on the back page. 

 

In 1980, a new military ministry among the churches of 
Christ was borne at the Bear Valley congregation in Denver, 
Colorado.  Dick Brant (U.S. Navy Retired), a graduate of the 
Bear Valley School of Preaching (now the Bear Valley Bible 
Institute of Denver or BVBID), saw the need for spiritual 
training within the armed forces.   

This ministry, called Military Outreach, was staffed by 
qualified instructors whose sound biblical teaching was 
shared with scores of military congregations (primarily those 
overseas).  Courses such as personal evangelism, marriage 
and the family, organization and pattern of the New Testa-
ment church and others were presented in Great Britain, 
Germany, Korea and Japan.   

Several other churches along Colorado’s Front Range 
have supported this ministry effort including the Twin Peaks 
Church of Christ in Longmont and the Dahlia Street Church 
of Christ in Denver.  Program directors (all preachers) have 
included Dave Chamberlin, Dean Bryce, Ed Linebaugh, Mel 
Caraway, and of course, Dick Brant. 

  In 1996, Ed Linebaugh carefully investigated and docu-
mented the need and continued viability for such a ministry 
during his undergraduate studies at Colorado Christian Uni-
versity in Lakewood, Colorado.  A 1994 Bear Valley gradu-
ate, Ed’s investigation led him to completely reorganize and 
rename this ministry to Military OutReach Evangelism 
(M.O.R.E.) to better reflect its mission.   

The aim of this revitalized ministry was two-pronged: (1) 
preach the gospel to the entire world and (2) prepare the 
church for works of service.  Its motto, “Training to Serve 
and Serving to Train” was derived from Ephesians 4:11-16.  
Since this time, Mel and Ed (both U.S. Army Retired) have 
traveled to various military congregations overseas and 
stateside in order to train and encourage Christians in mili-
tary ministry. 

In February 2003, Ed moved to Huntsville, Alabama 
(home to Redstone Arsenal) after accepting a job offer.  
During his first visit with the Mayfair Church of Christ, a 
meeting was held after worship services for anyone inter-
ested in developing a new military ministry.  This founding 
group quickly adopted the M.O.R.E. acronym for its new 
effort and slightly modified its name to Military OutReach 
and Encouragement.   

Ray Carlisle (U.S.M.C. Retired), Mayfair’s current mili-
tary ministry director, has ably guided this work to new 
heights in seeking to meet the physical and spiritual needs 
of military personnel and their families during wartime  (see 
related story, “The Need for Military Ministry”).  Military Out-
Reach and Encouragement is gratefully indebted to Ray and 
his beloved wife, Lee, for sharing their love, passion, and 
wisdom for military ministry!  (The Mayfair and Dahlia Street 
churches are working together in this combined ministry.) 
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�� nd He gave some as ... evan-
gelists, and some as pastors 

and teachers, for the equipping of 
the saints for the work of service, 
to the building up of the body of 
Christ….  

—Ephesians 4:11ff 

Members of the  
M.O.R.E. Ministry 
Team (Mayfai r 
Church of Christ in 
Huntsvil le, AL) 
meets every Mon-
day evening to 
minister to military 
members and their 
families. This cadre 
of loving volunteers 
have met together 
weekly since the 
beginning of the 
Operation Iraqi 
Freedom in 2003. 

[For Military Christians by Military Christians ] 

TT E A C H I N GE A C H I N G  T T I P SI P S   
 
In thinking of the kind of teaching that will 
secure results, we, as Christian teachers, 
go back to the divine Teacher for our inspi-
ration, for our content, for valid motivation 
for Christian action, and for proper princi-
ples and methods for achieving results… It 
is important for us to know not only what 
he taught and how he taught but also what 
he rejected.  

 
(Edge, Findley. Teaching for Results . Broadman Press,  

           Nashville, TN, 1956, p.1) 



ROMAN  HISTORY  TIDBITS  

know the truth, and the truth will set you free ” (John 
8:31-32) … “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, bu t 
through Me’ ” (John 14:6) and finally… “sanctify them in 
the truth; Thy word is truth ” (John 17:17).   

Observe that the small word “the” means, “to that ex-
tent… beyond any other” (Webster’s II New College Diction-
ary, p.1143).  Consequently, there is no way but through 
Jesus, no truth except through Jesus, and no life apart from 
Jesus.  Jesus Christ, the word of God (i.e. the Bible) is our 
only source of complete authority and truth when it comes to 
all religious/spiritual matters… not some man or woman’s 
belief or opinion (cf. Matthew 28:18; John 5:27 and other 
passages).  Is there “absolute” truth?  Absolutely!  

           

�� e who rejects Me, and does not 
receive My sayings, has one 

who judges him; the word I spoke is 
what will judge him at the last day. 

 

-- John 12:48 

Military power had brought the various provinces 
under Roman rule.  Not only did the Roman army 
create the empire but it was also one of the most 
important cultural factors.  The military safe-
guarded Roman peace and so made possible so-
cial and cultural developments, and provided mo-
bility both geographically and socially for its mem-
bers.  The army was important in the spread of 
various eastern religions and observed its own 
official religious ceremonies. Although most mili-
tary personnel were on the frontier, knowledge of 
them provided an ever present frame of reference 
from which [New Testament] writers could draw 
illustrations (e.g. 2 Tim. 2:3-4). 

 

Ferguson, E. “The Roman Military,” Backgrounds of  
Early Christianity  (Second Edition). Eerdmans  

          Publishing Company, 1993, p. 46. 

WORD CORNER: “TRUTH” 

We live in an age that rejects the idea of “absolute” truth 
and that a person is free to decide what is or is not right or 
true.  Just what is truth?  This question was posed by the 
Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, prior to the crucifixion and 
subsequent death of Jesus Christ (cf. John 18:38).  Whether 
he was serious or not, we will never know Pilate’s reason for 
his query. 

The word “truth” comes from the Greek word aletheia  

(alhqeiaalhqeiaalhqeiaalhqeia ) which means, “what is true in things appertain-
ing to God and the duty of man… the truth, as taught in the 
Christian religion, respecting God and the execution of his 
purposes through Christ… sincerity of mind and integrity of 
character, or a mode of life in harmony with divine 
truth” (Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testa-
ment, p. 26).  Vine defines truth as, “primarily, ‘unconcealed, 
manifest’… hence, actual, ‘true to fact’…” (An Expository 
Dictionary of Biblical Words, p. 645). 

In order to discover the truth about any given matter, one 
must go to the source of authority (the word of God). “For 
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth ca me 
through Jesus Christ ” (John 1:17) … “If you hold to my 
teaching, you are really my disciples.  Then you wi ll 

Page 3 Premier Issue, March 2006 

“Qualities of a Good Leader” 
 

A Leader is …  
· Slow to suspect -- quick to trust 
· Slow to condemn -- quick to justify 
· Slow to offend -- quick to defend 
· Slow to expose -- quick to shield 
· Slow to reprimand -- quick to forbear 
· Slow to belittle -- quick to appreciate 
· Slow to demand -- quick to give 
· Slow to provoke -- quick to help 
· Slow to resent -- quick to forgive 
        … A leader loves. 
  
Turner, J.J. Christian Leadership Handbook . “What Is a  
   Leader?” Howard Publishing Co., West Monroe, LA,   
   1982, p.11. 

T ruth n. 1. Conformity to fact or actuality. 2. A statement 
proven to be accepted as true. 3. Sincerity; honesty. 4. 
Reality; actuality. (The American Heritage Dictionary. Third 

Edition, 1994). 

[For Military Christians by Military Christians ] 

LEADERSHIP L INKS  



GOOD NEWS GOOD NEWS 
&NOTES&NOTES     

Mi l i ta ry  Ou tR ea ch  &  En cou rag emen t  
Mayfair Church of Christ 
1095 Carl T. Jones Dr. 
Huntsville, AL  35802 
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“On arriving [at Antioch], they gathered the church together and 
reported all that God had done through them and how  he had 
opened the door of faith to the Gentiles ” (Acts 14:27). 

 

“ … ‘Look! Water! What prevents me from being baptized?’  And Philip said, ‘If you 
believe with all your heart, you may.’ And he answe red and said, ‘I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God’… and he went on his way r ejoicing ” (Acts 6:36-37, 39). 

 

IMAGINATIVE BAPTISTERIES IN IRAQ 
(above right) Chaplain Les Maloney baptizing a new believer in Baghdad (above left).  A 
Faith Group Leader conducting a baptism in Tikrit (pictures courtesy of the Fairfax Church of 
Christ, Fairfax, Virginia website Chaplain’s Newsletter). 
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MILITARY  MINISTRIES & RESOURCES 
 

AMEN Ministry: www.wfrchurch.org  
Chaplains/Faith Group Leaders: www.fairfaxchurchofchrist.org 

Norfolk Military Ministry: www.norfolkcoc.org 
E-Bible Teacher: www.ebibleteacher.com 

Search God’s Word: www.searchgodsword.com  
Study Resources/Links: www.christianresources.i8.com 

Study Bible Forum: www.studybibleforum.com  
Studies/Devos/Etc.: www.christ.com 

TV Bible Study: www.tvbiblestudy.com  
Abundant Living: www.abundantliving.tv  

 


