
T—Teachability. An effective teacher is 
willing to learn and grow in his/her personal 
life. 
 

E—Example.  An effective teacher models 
the process of Christian growth in his/her 
daily life. 
 

A—Attitude. An effective teacher is positive, 
believes in his/her pupils, and doing God’s 
work. 
 

C—Commitment. An effective teacher is 
committed first to the Lord Jesus and His 
word, the Bible, and to the ministry of shar-
ing Jesus with people. 
 

H—Humor. An effective teacher has a 
healthy sense of humor and appreciates the 
humor of his/her students and circumstances. 
 

E—Enthusiasm. An effective teacher has a 
zest for living, a joy in the Christian life, and 
the enthusiasm to share his/her joy with the 
individuals who make up his/her class. 
 

R—Relationships. An effective teacher un-
derstands that his/her goal is to help individu-
als to know the Lord.  Thus, he/she loves 
people and builds personal relationships with 
them.  He or she is interested in people and is 
sensitive to their needs and never forgets that 
his/her message is to people and for people. 
 

(Daniel, Wade, & Gresham.  Introduction to  
   Christian Education.  Standard Publishing,  
   Cincinnati, OH, 1991, p. 92) 

 

Teaching the oracles of God is an awe-
some and weighty responsibility that every 
Christian teacher must seriously contemplate 
before entering the classroom (cf. Hebrews 
5:12ff; James 3:1ff). What sort of teacher do 
you wish to be? If you desire to please God, 
then look to His Son, the Master Teacher! In 
the end, you will be glad you did!      

                                                 

“And so it was, when Jesus had ended these 
sayings, that the people were astonished at 
His teaching, for He taught them as one hav-
ing authority, and not as the 
scribes” (Matthew 7:28-29). 

 

What teacher would not desire a response 
like that?  Who wouldn’t want to teach as pow-
erfully and persuasively as Jesus?  He who 
teaches God’s Word is in the business of com-
munication!  Thus, how can one communicate 
effectively? The place to begin is with the ex-
ample of Jesus Christ Himself.  

 

Looking to the Master Teacher reveals the 
purpose of Christian teaching as well as a 
means for accomplishing education goals.   

 

What qualities contribute to the unique 
personality that makes one an effective teacher?  
The following acrostic suggests some of the 
necessary characteristics:  

“J ESUS, THE MASTER TEACHER” 
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21st Century U.S. Sailor 

Editor’s Note: We have added more features since last month’s premier is-
sue.  We hope you find these educational, encouraging, and enlivening! 



P. E .  PO S T  

LEADERSHIP L INK  

P.E. Post is not about a physical exercise location but rather infor-
mation about Personal Evangelism.  There are various reasons (maybe 
excuses?) why sharing one’s faith in Jesus Christ with immediate 
family, friends, or co-workers is not always an easy task.  Even within 
the military community, attempts to do so with fellow soldiers, sailors, 
airmen, Marines, and others is often met with less than a positive re-
sponse (not to mention “regulations” prohibiting or discouraging such 
action).  However, one must remember that the “power of the gospel” 
to save lost souls is not in weak human beings but rather in the gospel 
itself (cf. Romans 1:16).  

Christians serving in the military have the unique opportunity of 
positively influencing others and sharing the good news or gospel of 
Jesus.  For instance, one company commander invited a large gather-
ing of his relatives and close friends into his home to hear about God’s 
commands.  Peter, one of the apostles and later considered “a pillar” 
in the church (Galatians 2:9), then ordered everyone including Corne-
lius to be “baptized in the name of Jesus Christ” (Acts 10:48).  
While the biblical record is silent about Cornelius after this life-
altering event, he likely recounted his conversion with others includ-
ing his troops. Perhaps he thought, “What will they think of me now?  
Will they treat me differently now that I am a Christian?” 

There are numerous methods available today to aid Christians in 
sharing the gospel.  The approach one chooses is not as important as 
“keeping the main thing the main thing” -- the good news of Christ’s 

Much has been written about leadership, both in the business 
world and in the Lord’s church.  In chapter one of his book, Leader-
ship: The Crisis of Our Time, the late Wendell Winkler powerfully 
prescribes the role of today’s leaders (e.g. elders) within the Lord’s 
church.   

 

In this timely treatise, brother Winkler shares his insights of bib-
lical role models.  These divine leadership principles are as valuable 
for 2006 as when first penned by those ancient authors “moved by 
the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:19).  Winkler points to the following six 
biblical role models before examining some current leadership styles: 

 

· Moses, the leader who tried to do too much (Exodus 18:13-
26). 

· Joshua, the leader whom God set over the congregation 
(Numbers 13:1; 27:15-23; Joshua 1:1-8). 

· David’s mighty men, every one a leader in his own right (2 
Samuel 23:8, 9-10, 13-17, 18-19, 20-23). 

· Nehemiah, the fifty-two day leader (Nehemiah 2:14; 6:15). 
· Paul, one of God’s greatest of leaders (1 Thessalonians 2:1-

12; Acts 20:17-38). 
· Philemon, a New Testament leader worth knowing 

(Philemon 2). 
 

Given the biblical background of the preceding positive role 
models, brother Winkler directs our attention to several contempo-
rary leadership styles. 

 

 

Negative leadership styles: 
 

· The passive, figurehead leader. 

· The reactionary leader. 

· The dictatorial leader (1 Peter 5:2-3; Ezekiel 34:4). 

· The presumptive leader. 

· The micro-manager leader. 

· The reluctant leader. 

· The extremist leader (Matthew 16:18-19; 1 Timothy 4:3-5). 

· The decision-making leader. 
Positive leadership styles: 

· The servant leader (Luke 22:24-27; John 13:1-17). 

· The shepherd leader (1 Peter 5:1-4; Acts 20:28). 

· The participative leader  
 

Brother Winkler concludes this chapter with an appeal to 
prayer for today’s leaders; he also pleads that negative leadership 
styles in the church cease while positive styles be visible for all to 
see. 
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death, burial and resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:1-3).  In his book, 
“Hearts On Fire: A Strategy for Dynamic Evangelism,” Don Hum-
phrey notes that “Jesus was able to say precisely the right thing in 
exactly the right way.  No one will ever be able to equal His abil-
ity, but will find in Him a model to study and follow” (pp. 47-48).   

Humphrey points out that Jesus lovingly focused on people’s 
need for salvation: (a) He missed no opportunities; (b) He was 
interested in the religious; (c) He was interested in the worst of 
people; (d) He won, trained and sent out others to do the same 
thing; and (e) He excluded no one.  The Son of God “successfully 
reached into the hearts of people because He established relation-
ships. This is a lesson Christians must learn.”  Humphrey then 
conveys another Christian’s three-way method for doing just this: 
(1) we must spend time with people, (2) we must practice hospital-
ity, and (3) we must be available when people hurt (pp. 54-55).  

Cornelius, a very religious man even prior to his conversion, 
spent time with people (including his troops), opened his home, 
and probably was keenly aware of other’s personal hurts and fail-
ures.  If he, a highly respected military leader, could share the 
story of his conversion -- the good news -- with his relatives, 
friends, and fellow soldiers, so can you... with God’s help! 

Could saving the lost seem so easy — even for military Chris-
tians on the battle field or in garrison?  Jesus said, “With man this 
is impossible, but with God all things are possible” (Matthew 
19:26).                                                            



 

We see in Romans 4:4 Paul is definitely talking about the divine grace. 
However, if one comes to a point where he believes grace is earned then it 
can no longer be called grace.  This principle is very clear in Romans 11:6. 
Yet, the apostle is also clear to distinguish the fact that one cannot con-
tinue to sin and think that God’s grace will save him, as we read in Ro-
mans 6:1. In addition, there seems to be an obvious conflict in this line of 
thinking and that which we find in James chapter two. This is the crux of 
the dilemma; how can we reconcile what Paul says and what James states 
regarding the necessity of works in demonstration of our faith? Paul is not 
saying that obedience is all a matter of grace. Genuine obedience is from 
the heart – that which is true and honest. This statement should be consid-
ered when studying Romans 4 where Paul talks about work’s failure to 
bring justification to an individual.. Paul’s definition of works is, earning 
or meriting that justification, while James certainly is saying that works 
proves the existence of ones faith.  Works is one of the determining proofs 
that a person has faith, therefore, the evidence of genuine faith. Conse-
quently, in order for one to be under the grace of God’s redemptive mercy, 
one surely has to demonstrate his faith through good works.  

Perhaps the following acrostic will help you remember the definition of 
GRACE: God’s, Riches, At, Christ’s, Expense.                                                                           
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“Pax Romana” 
 

On September 2, 31 B.C., the final face-off occurred between the 
military forces of Mark Antony and those of Octavian (great nephew of 
Julius Caesar) over control of the Roman Empire.  Soon after Antony and 
Cleopatra’s  suicidal demise, the Roman government partnered with 
Octavian to form a new monarchy headed by the emperor (e.g. caesar.)  
The Roman Senate awarded him the title “Augustus” (Revered One, 
meaning “to increase,” a term equally given to both gods and men).  The 
second title bequeathed upon Octavian was that of “Imperator” (Roman 
commander-in-chief).  Caesar Augustus initiated the Pax Romana or the 
Roman Peace which lasted for about 200 years  until A.D. 180.  While 
there were still local hotspots in subsequent years, Rome kept a tight 
reign among tribal peoples along her borders and beyond. This era of 
“world” peace (though not truly peaceful), Rome’s power allowed com-
merce to thrive and prepared the way for the birth of Christ and the spread 
of the gospel in the first century. 

 

http://www.reference.com/browse/wiki/Pax_Romana 
Vos, H. Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Manners & Customs. Thomas  
     Nelson Publishers, Nashville, 1999, pp. 429-30 

WORD CORNER: “GRACE” 

The Greek word for grace is pronounced, “CHARIS,” in English, 
and appears in the New American Standard (NAS) version 122 times.  
Yet, the Greek word is also translated as “favor” in some places.  
Most of the uses in the NAS are found in the writings of the apostle 
Paul and over seventeen percent within the book of Romans.   

Peter presents a word picture in 1 Peter 1:13 displaying the future 
heavenly blessedness that Christians are to receive.  Most Christians 
use the word in “reference to the divine favor or ‘grace,’ e. g., Acts 
14:26; in this respect there is stress on its freeness and universality, its 
spontaneous character, as in the case of God's redemptive mercy, and 
the pleasure or joy He designs for the recipient” (An Expository Dic-
tionary of New Testament Words, Vol. 2, p. 170). This is why most 
people in the religious world insist that grace is their sole source of 
salvation. 

The first occurrence of the word in the New Testament is found in 
Luke 2:40 where, as a child, Jesus is physically and spiritually matur-
ing, “and the grace of God was upon Him.”  In this context, the 
word means, “favor, grace, gracious care or help, [or] goodwill” (A 
Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other Early Chris-
tian Literature. p 885). This is probably the same way in which Paul 
uses the word in many of his letter greetings and salutations. Al-
though, one should not discount Paul wishing divine favor upon many 
of the churches to whom he writes. 
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“Finally, brethren, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty 
power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your 
stand against the devil’s schemes…” (Ephesians 6:10-11). 

 

Beginning with this issue, each month we shall briefly exam-
ine the various pieces of the Christian soldier’s battle gear.  In 
the above scriptural context, the apostle Paul clearly lays out 
the reason for our need for such equipment: “… for our strug-
gle [i.e. warfare] is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this 
dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heav-
enly realms” (verse 12).                                        —Stand Firm! 

G ����� ��� 3. a capacity to tolerate, accommodate, 
or forgive people. 7. in Christianity, the infinite 
love, mercy, favor, and goodwill shown to human-

kind by God. (Encarta Dictionary) 

[For Military Christians by Military Christians] 

THE ARMOR  
OF GOD 

 

 

·  Belt of Truth 
·  Breastplate of Righteousness 
·  Shoes (Feet) of Readiness 

·  Shield of Faith 
·  Helmet of Salvation 
·  Sword of the Spirit 

ROMAN  
       HISTORY   
      TIDBITS  



Semper Fidelis is Latin for “Always Faithful.”  It has been the 
United States Marines’ motto for over 200 years.  Even before the 
Marines, however, God showed His faithfulness time and time 
again. 

The articles appearing under this motto are written by a retired 
Marine who wants you to know God better!  They will not follow 
any particular path for His Word, the Bible, is the only route we 
need to follow.   

God’s faithfulness is shown by His Word; His promises to us 
can always be relied upon.  We may change our minds, our atti-
tudes, or those upon whom we rely.  However, God is constant.  
He always loves us even when we do not love Him.  He is patient 
with us giving us every opportunity to come back to Him.   

His Word tells us of His feelings toward us.  He has been mis-
represented by those who do not know Him (John 8:41-44).  He is 
not distant and angry, but is the complete expression of love (1 
John 4:16).  It is His desire to lavish His love on us, simply be-
cause we are His children and He is our Father (1 John 3:1).  He 

offers us more than our earthly fathers ever could since He is 
the perfect Father (Matthew 5:48; 7:11).  Every good gift that 
we receive comes from His hand (James 1:17).  He is our pro-
vider and meets all our needs (Matthew 6:31-33). 

The ultimate expression of His love is found in John 3:16, 
“For God so loved the world that He gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.” 

So, this is a good time to get to know God.  If you already 
are a Christian, get to know Him better. Read His Word which 
is understandable by all men.  If you need help, let us know 
and we will answer your questions citing His Word alone.  The 
Bible is all that we need to understand, appreciate, and love our 
God, our Creator, and our Savior.   

—Ray Carlisle 

SEMPER FIDELIS   
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“Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: because of the Lord’s great love we are not con-
sumed, for His compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is [His] faithful-
ness” (Lamentations 3:21-23) . 

R X  F O R  L I F E  

I pray this column will be one you look forward to reading each 
month! As we face life’s many challenges let us seek God’s wisdom 
in dealing with each one. All scriptures are from the New American 
Standard Version unless otherwise noted. 

 

“Six Ways To Eliminate Worry” 
 

For some reason we all seem to find ourselves worried about 
something.  Why?  Why do we needlessly concern ourselves over 
matters which we often cannot control?  You might say, “I’m not 
worried, just concerned.” This may be a good explanation, but is it a 
cop-out?  The dictionary provides these synonyms for the word 
“concerned” — worried, anxious, troubled, afraid, disturbed, 
alarmed, fretful and apprehensive. These certainly give the impres-
sion of worry.  Let’s employ the following principles to help elimi-
nate worry in our daily lives.  

 

1. Control your mind. Paul encourages us in Philippians 4:8, 
“Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever 
is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good 
repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let 
your mind dwell on these things.” If we are willing to apply what the 
Word teaches our minds will not allow time or space for worry. 
Proverbs 23:7 also says, “For as he thinks within himself, so he is.” 

 

 

2. Keep yourself busy.  Most of us have probably heard, “An 
idle mind is the devil’s workshop.” This is a saying which merits 
our attention. If we will place into action the words Jesus spoke 
about Himself and the disciples in John 9:4 we will serve ourselves 
and others much better. He says, “We must work the works of Him 
who sent Me, as long as it is day; night is coming, when no man can 
work.” Galatians 6:10 provides us an imperative concerning this. 
“So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all men, and 
especially to those who are of the household of the faith.” We must 
keep our minds busy, as well as thinking more positive thoughts. 
Additionally, Ephesians 5:15-16 helps underscore this attitude; Paul 
writes, “Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but 
as wise, making the most of your time, because the days are evil.” 

 

3. Live one day at a time. Matthew 6:34, “Therefore do not be 
anxious for tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day 
has enough trouble of its own.”  Remember this saying: “yard by 
yard life is much too hard but inch by inch it’s a chinch.”                                         

 

4. Focus on things going right rather than those things going 
wrong.  Philippians 4:12 says, “I know how to get along with hum-
ble means, and I also have learned the secret of being filled and 
going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need.” Em-
ploying the attitude Paul displays here would ensure our focus is in 
the right place.                                                                                                            (continued on page 5) 

“Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the king-
dom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people” (Matthew 4:23). 
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GOOD NEWS GOOD NEWS 
&O&O T H E RT H E R  N N O T E SO T E S     

“On arriving [at Antioch], they gathered the church together and re-
ported all that God had done through them and how h e had opened 
the door of faith to the Gentiles ” (Acts 14:27). 

[For Military Christians by Military Christians ] 
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Rx for Life 
“Six Ways To Eliminate Worry “ 

(continued from p.4) 
 

5. Make the best of all circumstances. James 1:2-
4, “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encoun-
ter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith 
produces endurance. And let endurance have its perfect 
result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing.” Remember Paul experienced some very ex-
tremely trying times. As he instructed, “… tribulation 
brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven 
character; and proven character, hope; and hope does 
not disappoint, because the love of God has been 
poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
who was given to us”  (Romans 5:3-5). Even in the 
worst situations one can still use it to better their faith 
in God. We must be willing to accept the challenges 
and make the best of them. 

 

6. Realize worry is a waste of time. Paul urges us 
to, “be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God” (Philippians 4:6). 
 

Statistics show most of what we worry about never 
comes to pass. Therefore, we must give your worries to 
God. If worried – pray! Maybe this prayer: “Lord, grant 
me the courage to change the things I can, the serenity 
to accept the things I can’t and the wisdom to know the 
difference.” 

 
Peace and blessings! Mel Caraway  

 
 
 
 

 
American Military Evangelizing Nations  

1st U. S. AMEN Family Retreat 
“Called to be Holy!” 

July 6-9, 2006 in Spruce Pine, NC  
(50 miles from Ashville, NC) 

For details & reservations go to the AMEN Web site:  
http://www.wfrchurch.org/amen/index.html 
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A worldwide ministry of the White's Ferry Road Church of Christ�
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MILITARY MINISTRIES & RESOURCES 
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