Editor's Note: Due to time constraints and other factors since April issue, we are publishifg

on a quarterly basis. We appreciate your underditagy and continued support!
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“W HAT HAVE You DONE WITH JESuUS?”
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1st Century Roman Centurion
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“PEACE IN THE MIDST OF TURMOIL ”

Bible Thought: “I lie down and sleep; | wake again because the LORD sustains me. | will not fear thtens of thou
sands drawn up against me on every side” (Psalm 36 NIV).

DAVID sought happiness through the love of anottman’s wife. He experienced guilt, knowing thathed caused her
husband’s death. He encountered grief at the dddtls son. He suffered loss of a dear friendemwbkeparated from Jonathpn.
He endured discomfort, as he hid in protective sageescape the vengeance of Saul. He felt spezsecution as Saul lied to
him, and pursued him with a hardened heart.

David sought peace, but could not find it in therbban which he lived. His only place of solacesina the guidance, se¢u-
rity and love of the Lord. His psalms reveal fedrspes, and dreams. They convey the enormousheubad in the Lorf.
Despite the overwhelming circumstances of dailynévén his life, David found inner peace in the stidf turmoil.

In days of grief, loss and worldly turmoil, our aoé and comfort comes from God’s promises. Oucge@aust come froln
within us, guided by the loving words of our Fatheks we replace fear with confidence and lovingsadf kindness towafd
Jothers, we reflect God’s love to a world in pain.

Dear Lord, guide us toward inner peace, in our wod of uncertainty. Soothe our hearts with Your love Your word
and Your eternal promises. In Christ's name. Amen.

(Used by permission)

Power for Today

20th Century Christian Foundation
Nashville, Tennessee

LEADERSHIP LINK

“Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” Children look to their parents for daily provisiof food

. . . . , . clothing, shelter, guidance, comfort, and encoursege. Lit;
The third stanza and refrain of this spiritual songttenin |, - oo (0o stray far but remain close to motajsror

1869 by Fanny J. Crosby (Howard, 1994) goes lile th strings.” Likewise, leaders depend on their hepvé&ather

Near the cross! O Lamb of God, for daily provisions, wisdom in making difficult disions, and
Bring its scenes before me; protection from “the evil one” (Matthew 6:13).
Help me walk from day to day
With its shadow o’er me.

The Hebrew writer calls us to focus “aur eyes on Jesus,

the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joyset before
In the cross, in the cross, Him endured the cross..” (10:2a). When we take our eyes
Be my glory ever, off Jesus during the storms of life, we will ultitely sink as
Till my raptured soul shall find did the apostle Peter (Matthew 14:28-31). Truedes have|a
Rest beyond the river. clear set of priorities and are unashamed to si#gsus, keep
me near the cross... till my raptured soul shatl fiest beyond

Perhaps penned to remind Christians of their dddpend-
ence on God, these words particularly applietalers—whethe
in the church, at home, in garrison, or on thelbi@td. Wise¢| Howard, A._Songs of Faith and Praistoward Publishing Co.,
leaders admit their own limitations and vulneraigi and nee¢nc. West Monroe, LA, 1994.
for guidance from above. Roberts, R. Lessons in LeadersHipegel Publications, Grand
In the chapter entitled, “Learning to Remember geauAll Rapids, MI, 1999, pp. 13-14.

Things, James Abrahamson, exhorts ministry leattefsnajo
on majors, minor on minors.” He continues: k3

the river.”

D— =

Remember that Jesus could have done a lot o
things—good things, and perhaps even in the eyes of
others, needed things—that He didn't do because He
had a clear set of priorities. You need a cleamos$e
priorities as well. (Roberts, 1999).
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THE ARMOR OF GOD—PART 1
“T HE BELT OF TRUTH”

“Finally, brethren, be strong in the Lord and in hisiighty power. Put on the full armor of God so thgbu can
take your stand against the devil's schemestand firm.” (Ephesians 6:10-11)

aving girded your loins with truth_ (Ephesians 6:14, NASV, emphasis addeq

The first piece of spiritual battle gear, acliog to Paul, is théelt of truth. During Paul's Rom§
imprisonment, he probably had ample occasionsdw Viis captor’s uniforms when writing his lette
the Ephesian church. In ancient Roman times, ptiatgthe pelvic region of the body was vital dop
its vulnerability. Cooper (2006) notes, “To girdw loins during the Roman era meant to draw-uf
tie your lower garment between your legs as toease your mobility and agility. This prevented
loose ends of the tunic from becoming snagged areffting or entangled with your feet which would
cause you to stumble or fall down when moving almuitkly.” Cooper then points out that Paul is-§

ing “to secureanythingthat will cause us tetumbleor fall downwhen moving about quickly in the Christian dailytti&”
This belt served to carry other pieces of battlerde.g. sword, dagger, and metal apron) and atliive soldier to fight ug
Jhindered.

The New American Standard Version translates tlwvalphrase, “having girded [fasten] your loins fhigr waist] with
truth.” The basic premise for Christians is prépafor spiritual battle with the hostile, evil force§hell. Our foundation -
and our protection — is the truth of God’s word.ithMgut this vital piece of spiritual armor, we wile unable to defend (
souls and succumb to our enemy who actively sedkimgfeat us (cf. 1 Peter 5:8).

Cooper, J. “Gird Your Loins With Truth.” Real Armof God.com http://www.realarmorofgod.com/armor-of-god.html

(July 28, 2006).
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@ WORD CORNER: “Fellowship”
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ellowship “Friendly relationship: companionshig;
a union of peers or friends: fraternity” (Webstetls
New Riverside Desk Dictionar§988).

In a world devoid of genuine,
(including families or the lack thereof),
‘fellowship” takes on a deeper, more significantami@g t
he Christian and the Lord’s church. The followiizgg
brief examination from various Bible study aids astjng
‘fellowship.” It is our hope that you will furthenvestigat
his vital topic in light of “Thus, says the Lotd.

The Greek word koinwnia (koinonig meang
‘fellowship, association, community, communion, r]I
participation, intercourse; the share which one ihaany

hing...” (Thayer). In secular Greek, the wokdinos
(koino§ means, “common...
ership, property, ideas, etc...
cieties, monies, resolves....”
means “defiled... unclean,
ane” (Zodhiates).

lasting relation

h

of what concernsead), sot
(Bromiley).Koinos alsd
polluted, unholy,

ofi Oéf Christ is addressed by the apostle Paul in inftoans chag-
the tlr

i Bromiley, G.W. (Translator). Theological Dictionasfthe New Test}
in the sense of common $Wrhayer, J.H. Greek-English Lexicon of the New Tewtat Zondervaf

I

One can readily see there is much more to the |t
‘fellowship” than mere friends or and companionshifh
context of such relationships to the world andiibdy (churc

rten: “...I do not want you to become sharerskpinonou
demons. You cannot drink of the cup of the Lordand th
cup of demons; you cannot partake of the table ohe Lord
and the table of demons(verses 20-21).

Our choice of relationships will determine our atdrdes
iny. With whom or what do you associate, paratégor felf
lowship? Are your relationships rooted in God ar trevil?

amen{Abridged in One Volume). William B. Eerdman’s Hisb-
ing Company, Grand Rapids, MI, 1985, p. 447.

Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Ml, 1965,52.3

Zodhiates, S. The Complete Word Study Dictionargwi\l estament
D- World Bible Publishers, 1994, p. 873).
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SEMPER FIDELIS

“For God so loved the world that He gave his one amdy Son, that whoever believes in Him shall nargsh but have eter-
nal life. For God did not send His Son into the wdrto condemn the world, but to save the world thgh Him. Whoever
believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does believe stands condemned already because henbabelieved in

the name of God's one and only Sb@@ohn 3:16-18).

God told of His faithfulness and love by relating u
over and over again in the Old Testament that Heldvee

gentile alike.

He demonstrated His faithfulness and love whenrkis
senger announced to Mary that she would bear dhsongh
the power of the Holy Spirit. He demonstrated faishful-
ness and love when he proclaimed that He was pleags
His Son Jesus and that we should listen to Him
3:17). He demonstrated His faithfulness and loves
allowed His Son Jesus to die for our sins on thelccross
He demonstrated His faithfulness and love when éin

formerly had with God (Philippians 2:9-10). And é&dem
onstrated His faithfulness and love when He seat Hioly
Spirit to Peter and the other disciples on the afajenteco
so that they could proclaim to us what we neededadd

n
a messiah, an anointed one, to redeem his peap)e,aﬂ}

b

rected Jesus from the dead and restored Him tpltdue He
I

every one of you for the remission of your sin @\2t38).

void of any relationship with Jesus Christ? Or,lwibu re
spond by giving your life to Jesus who gave His fiér you
He won't force you to do it.

.[from God. He is waiting for you to decide.

14

=t

respond to that love and faithfulness: Repent andbdptize
How will you demonstrate your love and faithfulnes
God? By using His name in vain? By living a lifeathis de
God loves you and wants you to live with Him inrafgy,

Or, you can reject Him and spend eternity forevalated

—Ray Carlislg
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“Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in theiysagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdamd healing every

disease and sickness among the peoatthew 4:23).

“Be Transformed”

As Christians our goal, while here on earth, idézom
like Jesus. A transformation must therefore talkeelwithir
ones life in order to be Christ like. Paul delivittbe imperd
ive message above to the church in Rome to helm thinf
derstand this fact. One must have a different n@hds

Transformed means to be changed; like the raw 0
olt/mega wattage power of electricity must be dsghintd
120 volt alternating current for it to be usableim home. |
his analogy a potentially destructive power isngfarme
into a source of light, heat and so many useful @mstrug
ive tools which we consider vital to daily livinQur lives
must also go through a transformation, changing whe

who is useful for many different constructive pwps fo
Jesus.

The change should be like the Transformer toy
changes from a human like form into a weapon of \@davi
ously not changed into something destructive bwnged
into something completely different.

!

might be potentially destructive to the Lord’s ottuinto ong

Thus, we are to be transformed, by the renewing
mind. In this context renewing gives us a word yieto
® Ichange into something that is fresh and clean.Qieek wor

might also be translated asvigorating So, we are not to
-llike the worldly aspect of this society, but we &webe totall
changed, renewed and invigorated for that spepifipose

ceptable and yes, even perfect.

We are to be transformed into the image of Chigét
Corinthians 3:18). We are to be changed from thayhoa

willing to act like Christ who submitted himself @od’s wil
land completely gave himself for the benefit of othe

rom the laid back and unassuming nature to one iahmmlg

and confident, expressing the gospel of Jesuseay @pportut

nity.

aR/\/here are you today? Accept Jesus’ call to be muatrmzedll

Use this prescription to change those issues tieatept yo
rom proving what the will of God is. Peace anedsings!

proving what God’s will is and demonstrating Wasgtm(;r

n
rebellious into the meek and humble servant. Wetarb]

One who truly desires the Christian life is to bemged

1

—Mel Caraway
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In the prologue of his boolkhe Faith of the
American Soldier Stephen Mansfield tells of tige
“rituals welcoming men to the fellowship f
arms” and gives several examples including jtf
legends of King Arthur and ancient German
diers. Mansfield continues:

By the latter Middle Ages... the knight... was “On arriving [at AntiocH, they gathered the church together and re

intended to be the perfect merging of holy ported all tha_t God had done through them and how b had opened

passion and military might, of spiritual devo- | the door of faith to the Gentile$ (Acts 14:27).

tion and martial skill. His calling was the de-

fense of Christendom, a task he could only

expect to fulfill with a pure heart and a holy
life. His war, then, was as much to master
himself as it was with the enemies of the
realm. In fact, he believed he would never
succeed in serving his king until he succeedeg
in serving his God.

Throughout his poignant essay, Mansfigld
attempts to describe the modern American fol-
diers’ belief in God during wartime and cdn-
cludes: “They know that there is a spiritualityfto
war, that warriors should trust in something pe-

yond themselves to be of any use.”  Howe (A’nother baptism at Ft. BennifJCH Darrell Clark with Iragi school gir:F

c‘)‘ur _sj[ruggle IS not flesh and bloc,),d but ra_t § courtesy, Broad Street Church|lafter delivering community relations s
the “spiritual forces of wickedness” (Ephesidtfsyist aGrange, GA). There wjplies (courtesy, Fairfax Church of Ch
6:12). 112 baptisms from January to Ap|Fairfax, VA, Chaplain’s Newslettgr

Mansfield, S, The Faith of the American 2006. See their recent ministry rCheck out their website athttp:/

. : port:http://broadstreetcoc.orgwww.fxcc.org/chaplain/.
%eé. Penguin Group, New York, 2005, pp. Vbenningupdat6506.pdf

Federal Chaplaincies
Introduction to the
Fairfax Church of Christ
Ministry to Chaplains

“The Church of Christ is a fellowship of in
pendent congregations and has no central ecgl
astical headquarters or organization to ordai
endorse ministers for any special capacity ou
a local congregation. In order to provide an
portunity for qualified persons to serve in
military chaplaincy or act as ‘lay leaders’
congregations meeting in military facilities,
Armed Forces Chaplain Board recognizes jtije
Church of Christ in Fairfax, Virginia as the ¢n
dorsing organization. This authority is recogni
by the Federal Prison System and was gr
fathered by the Department of Veterans Affgr
which now has its own Endorser recogni
process.”

si- American Military Evangelizing Nations

r
e A worldwide ministry of the White’s ferry Road Ctiuof Christ

- To help your loved one in the U. S. Military anywéen the world
and on many of our ships at sea, please send emaih with contact
information so we can forward it to churches wheskinteers wantj
to help and know what how to minister in this nossfield.

Harriet is ready ahmen@wfrchurch.ortp help and to do it fast.

“We work with the churches of Christ, but we oftetphyoung peoplg
» who are affiliated with other churches or who dattend churchi

anywhere. Some 400 churches want to minister tw faved one.
For more information about this ministry, vi§ij We ask for your prayers for all our military ana tr ministry,
their websitehttp://www.fxcc.org/chaplain/

Editor’'s Note we recommend reading “Informati
for Leaders of Churches of Christ on Military Ins
lations” on their ‘Downloadable Forms’ section.

Don Yelton

Email Don at: donyelton@wfrchurch.org and Harriet at:
amen@wfrchurch.org




“God’s Plan for Spiritual Education: Part 1”

Every educator recognizes that the learning proisessvo-way street and involves both teacher and studéfithout either one, lear-
ing will not occur and the status quo will remaimchanged (i.e. “the state in which anything isadig). Unlike flawed, human-produded
curriculum or program of study, God'’s eternal pfan our spiritual education is perfect, relevantotighout the ages, and requireg§ no
change (except on our part).

In the New Testament (NT), the original Greek whindteacher idlidaskalos or didaskalosand is used to describe “one who teafhes
Jconcerning the things of God, and the duties of . manmaster.” The following are three related Greekds forteacherin the NT:

Teacher of good thinggkalo didaskalos or kalodidaskalos*): “teaching that which is good, a teacher of doess “ (cf. Ti
tus 2:3).

Teacher of the law(nomalidaskalos or nomalidaskalos®): “a teacher and interpreter of the law: amahg Jews; of thoge
who among Christians went about as champions detpireters of the Mosaic law” (cf. Luke 5:17; Aét84; 1 Tim. 1:7).

False Teacherdyeudodidaskalos or pseuddidaskalos®): “a false teacher” (cf. 2 Pet. 2:1). “Pseudott-fake, pretend, bp-
gus, artificial, counterfeit.

As the Master Teacher from God, Jesus Christ caneautth to “impart spiritual things pertaining tods” Concluding His sermon pn
in Matthew chapter seven, “the crowds were amazed at His teaching, for He wasaching them as one having authority, and not §s
their scribes’ (7:28-29). John records Jesus as saying,| “do nothing on My own initiative, but | speak the® things as the Fathgr
taught Me” (8:28).

Much more could be said about God’s eternal pterspiritual education! If we are following thea®rple of our Master Teacher, jve
will strive to teach only “good things” and adhéoe*God’s law” while rejecting that which igseudoor false— i.e. fake, pretend, bogps,
Jartificial, counterfeit. Support and encourageryBible didaskalosor teacher -- in the end, you will be glad you did!

* Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testam&ondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, MI15196
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